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Words by RODDY MARTINE

HOME OF 
BRUCE

We take a virtual tour of Robert the Bruce’s descendants’ 
home, Broomhall House, with its current owner, Lord 

Bruce, and hear about the family’s other royal connections
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A t a ceremony in 2014 to mark the 700th anniversary 
of the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314, Lord Bruce, 
the eldest son and heir to the 11th Earl of Elgin & 

Kincardine, carried the hero King Robert the Bruce’s state 
sword in recognition of their shared ancestry.

When not employed on such occasions, this magnificent 
weapon, presented to their ancestor by King David II (Robert 
the Bruce’s son), is prominently displayed at Broomhall, the 
Bruce family’s Grade-A listed home in the Kingdom of Fife 
where Lord Elgin has the distinction of being the 37th Chief 
of the Name of Bruce. 

The Bruce family is represented worldwide, notably in the 
USA, Canada and Australia, by The Family of Bruce 
International, a remarkable network for those carrying the 
Bruce surname.

The connections with the USA and Canada are particularly 
strong and in December 2020, Lord Bruce was a keynote 
speaker at the Scottish North American Leadership 
Conference. “I was surprised by the great amount of interest 
it generated,” he says modestly. 

The Bruces have played an immensely important part in 
the history of the British Isles, their ancestors having arrived 
shortly after the Norman Conquest of 1066. 

Prior to becoming a Royal House in Scotland, dispersed 
family members have occupied strategic castles both north 
and south of the England/Scotland border. In 1359, King 
Robert I’s son David II made a grant of land in Fife to his 
“beloved cousin” Robert Bruce of Clackmannan.

Thereafter the accumulated wealth from exports of coal 
and salt was shrewdly invested in farmland lining the north 
shore of the Firth of Forth. Added to which, successive 
generations conscientiously served as statesmen, theologians, 
diplomats, explorers, entrepreneurs and inventors.

In 1602, Edward Bruce, ambassador to London for King 
James VI, paved the way for his master to become first King 
of Great Britain, as King James I. He was appointed Master 
of the Rolls and created Lord Bruce of Kinloss. Having 
inherited the Kinloss titles from his brother, who was killed 
in a duel over a love interest, Edward’s younger son Thomas 
was made Earl of Elgin in 1633.

The earldom of Kincardine was created in 1647 for  
the descendants of Edward’s brother, George Bruce of 
Carnock, who had pioneered the commercial mining of coal 
at Culross. In a later generation, Charles, 9th Earl of 
Kincardine, inherited the Elgin title and united the two Bruce 
earldoms in 1747. They have 
remained together ever since.

The fine mansion house of 
Broomhall was built in 1702 to a 
design by Sir William Bruce of 
Kinross, Surveyor General of the 
King’s Work in Scotland. 

A kinsman of the Clackmannan 
family, Sir William had travelled 
widely on the Continent as a refugee ©
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Bruce with Robert 
the Bruce’s state 
sword, which  
is on display  
at Broomhall
RIGHT: The Library 
at Broomhall is 
among the finest  
in Scotland
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Royalist and introduced classical 
architecture to Scotland following 
the restoration of Charles II. Among 
several building commissions, which  
included Kinross House, he oversaw 
the rebuilding of the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse.

In the 1760s Broomhall was 
rebuilt in the then popular Palladian 
style by John Adam, then after a 

lapse of 30 years, it was entirely rebuilt as a progenitor of the 
Greek revival. By 1867, when the portico was added, over 13 
architects had been engaged in the building project.

In the wider sphere, the name of Elgin is perhaps best 
known for the controversial collection of classical Greek 
sculpture removed from the Parthenon in Athens, which had 
been part of the Turkish Empire for 400 years. As British 
Ambassador to Constantinople in 1799, the 7th Earl 
recognised the threat to their survival and commissioned at 
his own expense an operation to record and copy in plaster 
all the sculpture of the Acropolis. Latterly he was granted 
permission to remove almost half a length of the Parthenon 
frieze. The Parthenon sculptures were acquired from him by 
the British Government in 1816 and have since been on 
display in the British Museum in London. An entire set of the 
casts is to be found in the front hall of Broomhall along with 
a Roman sarcophagus and two splendid 4th-century marble 
columns. However, such treasures make up only a fraction of 
the romance surrounding Broomhall. 

As with so many Scots in generations past, several Bruces 
quietly nurtured Jacobite sympathies, but with the defeat of 
Bonnie Prince Charlie at Culloden in 1746, the family 
concentrated on creating one of the earliest planned 
industrial settlements in Britain, opening profitable limestone 
quarries and adding harbours to their estates in Fife.  

Appointed Governor of Jamaica in 1845, the 8th Earl also 
served as Governor General of Canada where he introduced 
parliamentary democracy. Later on, he negotiated the first 
commercial treaties with Japan and China and ended his 
career as Viceroy of India where he died at Dharamsala in 
1863, the only viceroy to be buried in India. 

Thirty years later he was succeeded in this role by his son, 
the 9th Earl, who pursued a passion for railways, building 
almost 4,000 miles of track in South Asia over four years. 
His descendant, Lord Bruce, is Chairman of the Kolkata 
Scottish Heritage Trust, which is restoring a Scottish cemetery 
in Calcutta, the nucleus of a current, pioneering urban 
regeneration project.

Broomhall has always been celebrated for its hospitality, a 
reputation that Lord Bruce is anxious to sustain and develop. 
King George V and Queen Mary came for lunch in 1923. 
King Edward VIII briefly sought refuge here during the 
abdication crisis of 1936, while King George VI is known to 
have played board games with the Bruce children.

Among those who enjoyed the generosity of Broomhall 

LEFT: The grand 
mantelpiece in  
The Dining Room
BELOW: A bust  
from Pilkington 
Jackson’s statue  
of Robert the  
Bruce on display  
at Broomhall

26_32_Broomhall_SM115-1-1-1sc.indd   2926_32_Broomhall_SM115-1-1-1sc.indd   29 09/02/2021   18:4609/02/2021   18:46

30 Scotland

stately homes  |  Broomhall

©
 C

H
R

IS
 W

A
TT

 P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
PH

Y

26_32_Broomhall_SM115-1-1-1sc.indd   3026_32_Broomhall_SM115-1-1-1sc.indd   30 09/02/2021   18:4609/02/2021   18:46

Scotland 31

Broomhall House  |  stately homes

 BRUCES OF ANNANDALE
 Robert de Brus, 1st of Annandale
 Granted lordship of Annandale by David I of Scots (1124)
 I
 (Several generations)
 I
 Robert de Brus, V of Annadale, Earl of Carrick (d.1295)
 I
 I
 ROYAL HOUSE OF BRUCE
 Robert the Bruce, VI of Annandale (1274-1329)   Edward Bruce, Earl of Carrick (c.1280-1318)
 King of Scots (1306-1329) High King of Ireland (1315 -1318)
 I I
 I I
David II (1324-71)           Marjorie (1296-1316) BARONS OF CLACKMANNAN
 m. Walter Stewart Thomas Bruce, 1st Baron of Clackmannan (d.c.1348).
 High Steward of Scotland I
 I (Several generations)
 ROYAL HOUSE OF STEWART I
 Robert II  (1316-1390) I
  I
  I
  I
 John Bruce,  8th Baron  of Clackmannan    Edward Bruce of Blairhall (1506-1565)
 I I
 I I
 I I
 (Several generations) Robert Bruce of Blairhall   Sir Edward Bruce of Kinloss   Sir George Bruce of Carnock
 I ( House of Blairhall) 1st Lord of Kinloss I
 I  I I
 I  I I
 I  I I
 Henry Bruce, 11th Baron of Clackmannan I  I
 (On his death the Chiefship of Name I  I
passed to  5th Earl of Elgin ) I  I
  I  I
  I  I
  I  I
  EARLS OF ELGIN  I 
 Edward, 2nd Lord Bruce  Thomas, 3rd Lord Bruce  I
 of Kinloss (1584-1613) of Kinloss   
  1st Earl of Elgin (1599-1663) I I
  I George Bruce of Carnock Robert Bruce of Broomhall
  Robert Bruce, 2nd Earl of Elgin I I
  (1627-1685) I I
 I EARLS OF KINCARDINE I
 I Edward, 1st Earl of Kincardine Alexander, 4th Earl of Kincardine
 I I (succeeded 2nd &  3rd Earl)
 I Alexander, 2nd Earl of Kincardine I
 I I I
 Thomas, 3rd Earl of Elgin Alexander, 3rd Earl of Kincardine (Several generations)
 (1656-1741)  I
 I  I
 Charles, 4th Earl of Elgin (1682- 1747) William, 8th Earl 0f Kincardine
 I  I
 I  I
 I  I
  EARLS OF ELGIN & KINCARDINE  
 Charles, 5th Earl of Elgin & 9th Earl of Kincardine, Chief of Name & Arms of Bruce (1732-1771)
 I
 I
 William, 6th Earl of Elgin & 10th of Kincardine (1764-1771)  Thomas, 7th Earl of Elgin & Kincardine (1766-1841)
 British Ambassador to Ottoman Empire (1799-1803)
 I
 I
 James, Baron Elgin, 8th Earl of Elgin & 12th Earl of Kincardine KT(1911-1863)
 Governor General of Canada (1847-54). Viceroy and Governor General of India (1862-63)
 I
 I
 Victor Alexander, 9th Earl of Elgin & 13th Earl of Kincardine KG (1849-1917)
 Viceroy of India (1894-99). Secretary of State for the Colonies (1905-08)
 I
 I
 Edward James, 10th Earl of Elgin & 14th Earl of Kincardine KT, CMG,TD (1881-1968)
 I
 I
 Andrew Douglas, 11th Earl of Elgin & 15th Earl of Kincardine KT (b.1924)

was the Dunfermline-born American railway industrialist 
and benefactor Andrew Carnegie, who in 1901 sold the 
Carnegie Steel Company for $480 million (the equivalent of 
$118 billion today), becoming the world’s richest man.  He 
later invited the 9th Earl to chair his Scottish Universities 
Endowment Fund, which at a stroke transformed the destiny 
of Scotland’s universities, widening access to the families of 
working-class Scots. 

Andrew Carnegie’s own family had occupied a 
smallholding on the Broomhall estate for over 80 years, 
departing in 1862 with unpaid rental arrears of 36 pounds 
and 10 shillings. The ledger containing this fascinating 
historical footnote is one of the many important documents 
held in the Bruce family archives. 

Although the Bruce family’s business roots can be traced 
as far back as 1575 – when they sank Scotland’s deepest coal 
mine at Culross – Broomhall House opened to the general 
public for the first time in 2017 as a hospitality enterprise, 
focusing on the market for private and corporate events. 
Benefiting from links to nearby Knockhill Racing Circuit, the 
house has hosted several launch events for globally 
recognised brands such as McLaren Automotive and  
Rolls-Royce Motors.    

The family also works closely with Scottish-based charities 
to offer the house for fundraising and promotion of 
worthwhile causes in innovative ways. In 2018, Broomhall 
was used by the United Nations office in Edinburgh to host 
Scotland’s first UN Assembly for primary school children. 
The event was the subject of a laudatory motion tabled at 
the Westminster and Holyrood parliaments. An awards 
ceremony hosted for the Polar Academy reflected the fact 
that William Spiers Bruce was the first Scotsman to explore 
the Antarctic, while the first British Everest expeditions were 
organised by Charles Granville Bruce. 

Lord Bruce has been energetically pro-active since taking 
over the management of the estate from his father, who still 
keeps an eye on developments from his private quarters in 
the house. One of the patrician figures of 20th-century 
Scotland, the 11th Earl was Convenor of the Standing 
Council of Scottish Chiefs,  served twice as Lord High 
Commissioner to the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, and was created a Knight of the Order of the 
Thistle by HM The Queen in 1982. 

Since opening up to the public four years ago, Broomhall 
has become one of Scotland’s most sought-after destinations 
for private pre-booked history tours. Of course, the past year 
hasn’t been good for business but Lord Bruce is sanguine 
about the effects of the pandemic. 

“We suffered 60 cancellations in 2020 – almost all private 
tours booked by international travel advisors seeking the 

world’s best experiences for their 
clients – but I’m reassured that the 
market will return,” he insists.

There is certainly a lot to attract 
visitors when they can come, it has 

BRUCE  
FAMILY TREE

The Bruces have played an immensely important role 
in the history of the British Isles since their ancestors 
arrived shortly after the Norman Conquest in 1066.

Motto: ‘Fuimus’ – ‘We have been.’

TOP LEFT:  
The Drawing Room
BOTTOM LEFT: 
The Dining Room
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to be said. The Library, with its secret 
door disguised among the bookcases, 
has to be one of the finest in Scotland 
and there is a first edition Geneva 
Bible, incidentally published in 1561, 
the year Mary, Queen of Scots 
returned from France. Among the 
many other first editions is The 
Theory of Modern Sentiments, 
written in 1759 by the economist 
Adam Smith.

The elegant Drawing Room 
adjoining is hung with Old Master paintings acquired by the 
7th Earl in Paris after he had been released on parole by 
Napoléon Bonaparte. In the Dining Room, which is hung 
with 17th-century Dutch portraits, there is a colossal carved 
mantelpiece reconstituted from the marital bed of James VI 
and Anne of Denmark, the bed in which Charles I was born.  

When laid out for a formal dinner, the table is replete with 
18th-century silver, which travelled the world from one 
pro-consular or diplomatic posting to another.  A 19th-century 
silver statuette of Queen Victoria, a gift to her godson the 9th 
Earl, accompanied the family to India and took pride of place 
at Government House in Calcutta to impress the assembled 
princes and maharajas, just as she intended. Now, that’s 
something worth seeing. S

■ When travel opens up in Scotland again, you can make 
a request for a tour through the enquiries page on the 
Broomhall website. Most guests do come as part of a 
private tour with a luxury travel company though. Lord 
Bruce recommends booking through an intermediary 
such as Dream Escape.
+44(0)7549 538317; broomhallhouse.com; dreamescape.co.uk

■ Located just outside Dunfermline in Fife, Broomhall  
is only a short distance across the Queensferry Crossing 
from Edinburgh Airport, and almost equidistant from  
The Balmoral Hotel in Edinburgh and Gleneagles in 
Auchterarder, for guests looking for five-star 
accommodation.
roccofortehotels.com/hotels-and-resorts/the-balmoral-
hotel/; gleneagles.com

■ The Family of Bruce International
familyofbruceinternational.org/other-bruce-biographies

■ The Bruce Genealogy Project
brucefamily.com

PLAN YOUR VISIT

RIGHT: Today, 
Broomhall 

operates  
as a private  

events venue  
BELOW: Guests 
enjoy an event 

organised in 
collaboration with 

travel experts 
MacLean & Bruce 
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